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President’s Annual Report for the Year 2013-2014
Kerrie Metcalfe, member 80, LM, President WFHG Inc.
I am pleased to present to you the 31st Annual Report for the Wyong
Family History Group Inc.
I will begin by first thanking the Committee, who once again have
shown commitment and support throughout the year to both myself
and the group. I thank all those who have helped and supported me in
fulfilling my role in the best interest of the Group and its members.
Being able to rely on a Committee dedicated to carrying out their roles
effectively has made my position as President easier.
It is also important for me to thank Trish McDonald who is not seeking
re-election; Trish has been a committee member for several years and
Vice President for the past three years. Trish works very hard and always
has the best interest of the group at mind. She capably stood in for me when I
was away or sick and I knew I could reply on her and for that I am most grateful.
We began the year (September 2013) with 301 members and we now have (September 2014) 305
members. The total number of people coming through the cottage for the year 2013 – 2014 was
2607
As our AGM is in September our year usually begins with the State Conference which I do my very
best to attend as the groups delegate, along with Glenise our Librarian. We take our publications and
showcase them to the other Groups and Societies. This event is very important to our Group as it
gives us a chance to catch up with other Group leaders; to see what is new in resources in the world
of genealogy; and to network with other Societies in a productive way. Last year it was held at
Canberra and Secretary Kerry came along with us as well. This year 2014 it was held at Illawarra and
we once again attended and have only just returned.
In October and November 2013 we began to think about the year ahead and set about planning
the coming year’s events. We also started planning our Christmas Party held at Club Wyong and a
real success with a “whole lot of shaking going on” thanks to the great music, I would say there were
a few sore muscles next day. As well, we began work on setting up a business plan for the group, this
is available in the office. This is an overview of how the group is run and is useful in the absence of
the more experienced members. This was quite a large job with a few committee meetings and then
Michele Gane and I tweaking it to have it ready by January 2014.
In December our social secretary organised a bus trip to see the Hunter Valley Garden’s Christmas
lights display. We also held our annual Christmas party at Club Wyong and it was a real success. We
then closed for Christmas. However, it was back to work early in January for the Committee and
some non-committee volunteers, as we prepared to open with a cleanup at The Cottage.
In January By the second week of January we were open for business as usual. Selling Rotary
Raffle tickets continued in the community in the hope we could meet our target of raising $5,000.
Our first Bunnings BBQ took place
In February Trish McDonald and Kerry Clarke set up a display cabinet at Wyong Shire Council to
promote the group. We had our first trip to State Records and Martin Fisher had lined up some guest
speakers for the coming months. Murray Hill applied on behalf of the group for a Grant to have the
donated Harmsworth Atlas restored. This grant was successful and the Atlas stands in the cottage for
all to see
In March Helen Burkett led a very good shipping workshop which was well attended. We held a
Seminar at Club Wyong with a good attendance and our guest speakers were Kim Phillips (Gallipoli),
Bill Phibben (NSW Railways) followed by John Cann from State Records.
We enjoyed a social event on the Riverboat Postman and launched a new publication Wyong and
Lakes District Advocate Notices 1932 – 1995 at Tuggerah Library. We also had Kate Walters come on
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board with new ideas for a new website and face book page. We held a members’ survey which
helped us to understand what some of the members wanted and a number of those things have
been put in place e.g. English Interest Group.
In April Glenise, Roger and I attended a Family and Local History Expo in Kiama once again
showing off our publications and networking with other societies. We also had a table display for
History month set up in the Wyong Shire Council foyer. We had an orientation day for new members
which was very successful and Glenise continued with her little band of Friday helpers cataloguing
and covering the library’s book collection.
In May: We called on our volunteers for another Bunning’s BBQ to raise funds. A bus trip to
Rookwood was held for interested members and included a talk by member Harry Johnston Lord. We
had a table at the Alison Homestead Colonial Fair. Our new website was up and running and we
showed our appreciation to John Owen for our previous website and getting us onto the web in the
first place. He gave his time to our website for several years.
In June: The English Interest Group was launched, headed by Esther Dean. We now have our
ANZAC Banners at the Cottage which were prepared by John Selwood and Kevin Bradbury and
thanks to John we display a different one every couple of weeks. Kerry Clarke has finished the
cataloguing of photographs held by the Group. Most of which came from the Pioneer Register
contributors. There is a printed catalogue in front of the album which contains 760 photos. Digital
photos are on a disk. There are 450 photos of the Wyong area on the external hard drive. Lorraine
Cameron and Yvonne Calvert are assisting Kerry renaming the 30,000 plaques at Palmdale Cemetery,
with nearly 21,000 renamed, and now able to be searched by surname.
In July: Roger and I attended a function at the Wyong Council chambers where we accepted on
behalf of the group a letter announcing our success in attaining a grant to purchase a new print
station to replace and upgrade our current system. A subcommittee was formed to plan events for
the ANZAC centenary and the records of Simplicity Funerals, Woy Woy became our latest publication.
August: This was family history month and to celebrate the occasion we held two events. A
workshop on using iPad and tablets and then a day with Jill Ball “Genealogy in the Modern Era” both
events were well supported and we won a 12 months Family Tree Connections subscription so well
done everyone.
The only down side to the year was that we were unsuccessful in our bid for a place at the Wyong
Grove School now called The Grove and in the hands of the Wyong Shire Council. It was a
disappointment after eighteen months of hard work. The anticipation, politics and lead up to the
final decision was hard going, but on the upside we still have The Cottage to call home and we will
move forward. I can only say to those who struggle to negotiate the steep driveway, sorry but we did
try.
Financially we are in good shape thanks to the efforts of fundraising, membership and a very
capable Treasurer in Michele Gane.
We have managed to keep up to date with the electronic age, with many of us moving into using
iPad and tablets and having a face book page. We thank Roger Lewis for maintaining our computer
network and also thank our Cottage Coordinators, Marilyn Cridland, Trish McDonald and Lorraine
Cameron. We have a wonderful and well-kept resource library thanks to our esteemed Librarian,
Glenise Clery and her helpers.
The Secretary Kerry Clarke has been keeping members up to date with what is happening by
friendly emails. And so many other things that come with being a good Secretary thank you Kerry.
All our volunteers are special to us and without you the Group would not exist.
Then there are the projects that have been or are being worked on this year as follows:
• Glenise is looking into transcribing the Newcastle Anglican Diocese records of Wyong birth,
deaths and marriages.
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• Transcriptions of the Personal Notices in the Wyong Advocates 1932-1995 – led by John
Selwood –Completed
• Simplicity Funeral Records – Woy Woy lead by John Selwood Completed
• Transcribing the Wyong Agricultural Minute Books – ongoing Melissa Metcalfe & John
Selwood
• Simplicity Funeral Records Erina progressing – John Selwood
Without our typists and proof-readers, our publications would not have happened so
congratulations on a job well done.
From all I have just mentioned it is important to point out that it everything had to be planned and
a lot of volunteers helped to achieve these things. I cannot name everyone, but I can say we are very
lucky to have the offers of help to do what we do. I always find this part difficult as I want to
acknowledge and thank everyone but fear I will miss someone so it is best to say for everything you
all do I am very grateful that the Group has benefited from your contribution.
Sadly two of our very keen members succumbed to cancer this year in February and May when we
said our sad goodbyes to Rosalie Walker and Beryl Cullen. May they both Rest in Peace
My vision for the future of the group is to maintain the Group’s key objectives which are to assist
members and others, including the public, in family history research and to develop and maintain a
public library to further the study of family history.
The Committee will strive to provide up to date resources to our members and keep up with the
changing world of technology and we will maintain a clean and safe environment for our members
to research and attend meetings, workshops and interest groups throughout 2015. ...… TOL
!✧✧✧✧✧✧✧!

!

!

from the President
Kerrie Metcalfe, member 80, LM, President WFHG Inc.
It seems you can’t get rid of me, after the 2014 AGM I am back again as your President along with
Kerry Clarke returning as secretary, Michele Gane returning as Treasurer. Wayne Dean has stepped up
to the challenge of Vice President. The following people make up the management committee Pam
Mansergh, Helen Burkett, Roger Lewis, Martin Fisher all returning and we welcome John Selwood
onto the committee. Esther Dean still takes minutes and keeps a kindly watchful eye on us. Your
committee works hard in trying to keep our resources up to date, keeping up with the changing
world of technology, arranging guest speakers, workshops, interest groups and trips to places we
hope interest you. We also have many members who volunteer so we can keep the Cottage open
three days a week for you to use our resources, so please come in and make use of what we provide.
From November we will have one new subscriptions for you to peruse – deceasedonline, so maybe
you will find your elusive ancestor on this, come in and ask a coordinator about it.
I look forward to seeing you at the Cottage....… TOL
!✧✧✧✧✧✧✧!

!
!

Wyong Family History Group Inc . thank&Lakes&Tiles&for&their&continued&support&
and&recent&donation&of&six&computer&chairs.
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from the Editor
Helen Johnston-Lord member 505
I am pleased to be once again editing this issue of our
little publication.
There have been a few changes to the Committee as
mentioned by Kerrie.
The Committee has again been busy organizing plans for
our Group.
We both hope everyone has a safe and happy Christmas and New
Year and please keep your stories coming and remember the deadline
for the next Tree of Life is 20 January 2015.…. TOL
!✧✧✧✧✧✧✧!
!

Parramatta Female Factory

"It's a Riot" Open Day – October 2014

Martin Fisher, member 653
20 members of the Wyong Family History Group and their friends met mid morning on Friday 24th
October to travel down the M1 to the Parramatta Female Factory's "It's a Riot" Open Day. The day
started off with a bit of a glitch as the bus wouldn't start but after a quick visit from the NRMA and a
shuffling of the pick-up times we eventually got under way. After a slight detour, caused by an errant
'No Right Turn' sign we made our first stop at Lake Parramatta where we enjoyed our home made
lunches and drinks, some members even managed to obtain a coffee from the cafe in the park.
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All too soon we were back in the bus and on our way to the Parramatta Female Factory.
Our visit to the Factory included a walking guided tour of the grounds complete with descriptions
of the standing buildings and their uses during the period the Female Factory was in operation.
Our 3:15 tour got under way at approximately 3:30 but despite the late start our guide, Gay
Hendriksen, gave us a very informative and entertaining tour of the precinct. Unfortunately the tour
took place in the hottest part of the day on an unusually warm day and several members felt the
effects of the heat and one by one retired inside to the comforts of the air-conditioning and fans.
However all turned out well and by the time the Keynote speaker began everyone was back to their
usual bright and bubbly self.
The keynote speaker was Babette Smith, author of several books on the subjects of early Australian
history and the role of female convicts within that history. If you are interested in this side of our
history I would recommend you read Babette's books, I believe we have several of her books in the
WFHG library.
After a pleasant day at the Parramatta Female Factory we adjourned to the Rosehill Bowling Club
for a tasty smorgasbord dinner before heading back up the M1 to home.
I'd like to take this opportunity to thank Ken Cooke, our driver for the day, for making the trip
enjoyable and comfortable.
Following is a brief history of the factory courtesy of the almighty GOOGLE and a couple of
websites therein:-

(reprinted from http://www.parragirls.org.au/female-factory.php)
"

(reprinted from http://www.parramattafemalefactoryfriends.com.au/history/)
!

!

All in all a very enjoyable bus trip. ..…. TOL
!✧✧✧✧✧✧✧

!

!
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Life Members.
Kerrie Metcalfe, member 80,
LM, President WFHG Inc.
It was my great pleasure to
announce and present two of
our very hard working
volunteers
for
Life
Membership this year at our
AGM. I congratulate both
recipients.
!
!
✧✧✧✧✧✧✧!

!

Profile #194 Trish McDonald Life Member
Trish McDonald joined the Group 10 March 2005 and has given very valuable assistance to the
Group over the past nine years. The hours she spends at the Cottage and at home in her capacity as
Bookstore manager and Coordinator for the Group are incalculable. Trish attends the cottage every
Wednesday in the role of coordinator and has often filled in when needed. She has spent several
years on the Management Committee, the past three of them in the role of Vice President. She is well
known for her excellent results of selling Rotary raffle tickets at Village Central Wyong, helping the
group meet its set target. Trish attends local Family History Fairs and Community events on behalf of
the Group where she promotes our group and sells our publications. She also takes on many research
requests and has raised funds through this for the group as well as conducting workshops and
presenting at our courses. Trish also volunteered at Tuggerah library for a couple of years giving up
her Saturday once a month. Trish is always willing to try something if it will earn a dollar for the
group.
✧✧✧✧✧✧✧!

Profile #284 Glenise Clery Life Member
Glenise Clery joined the Group on 10 August 2007 and has given very valuable assistance to the
Group over the past seven years. The hours she spends at the Cottage and at home in her capacity of
Librarian for the Group are incalculable. Any requests for more resources are thoroughly researched
by her before placing before the Management Committee. The Library is very well organised and
she oversees a small band of enthusiastic volunteers re-covering the books.
Glenise attends Conferences and Family History Fairs on behalf of the Group and is always on the
lookout for new resources. Travelling and overnight stays are not a problem for her and at her own
expense. She volunteers as a helper on the Bunnings barbecues. Glenise sells Rotary Raffle tickets
each year in the main street of Mannering Park and is a back-up Cottage Co-ordinator and willingly
fills in when the regular Co-ordinators are absent..…. TOL
!✧✧✧✧✧✧✧!
!

How A Decision To Immigrate Changed A Family Name.
Beryl Whatson member 46
When Jeremiah Watson made the decision to immigrate to Australia, unbeknownst to him, he
started a whole new family name here in Australia. This is how it happened. There were Whatson
families in Sussex in the 1700s and early 1800s, but they were rare, and not related to the Australian
Whatsons.
Jeremiah was one of a number of. children, born to John Watson and Ann nee Gutsell/Goodsell of
Guestling in Sussex. He was named for his grandfather, Jeremiah Goodsell and baptized on 7
Vol. 31 No 4
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November 1788, at the Parish Church at Guestling.
In the fullness of time, Jeremiah married Mercy Padgham on 1 November 1813 at Playden in East
Sussex, just three weeks after the baptism of their first child Mary Ann Padgham Watson, also at
Playden. She was followed by Thomas, Sarah, Henry, William, Caroline and George.
The family were agricultural labourers, times were hard, wages poor and there wasn’t much hope
for the immediate future. They had lost one child, Henry at a young age and Jeremiah was fifty one in
1839, when the decision was made to immigrate to Australia. He was past the age, 40, for migrants
considered useful for the new colony of NSW. His baptismal date given on the shipping report was
1791, and evidently the Rev. Ashburnham turned a blind eye or didn’t consult his register, or he may
have considered that Jeremiah was making the best decision for his family. Anyhow, the decision was
made and the family sailed on the “Argyle” leaving Plymouth on 12 December 1838, and arriving at
Sydney Cove on 1 April 1839. A descendant, Ted Strickland of Penrith, has made a wonderfully
detailed chart of the journey.
The family divided on arrival at Sydney, for Mary Ann obtained employment as a servant at
“Oldbury” in the district of Sutton Forest, where she eventually married a convict named Owen
Brennan. They moved to Hartley on the western side of the Blue Mountains and are both buried
there.
Thomas obtained employment at a property named “Mauldon” in the Port Macquarie district. He
never married and died there, in 1850 as a bush carpenter. The rest of the family went to the Maitland
area where the youngest George was educated, the girls and William married and they worked and
saved to buy their own properties.
Sarah married William Willard and they lived at Oakhampton, near Maitland, she is buried in the
little cemetery by the river. There is a Willards Lane, named for the Willard family, on my visit there I
met a Willard descendant, quite by chance. William is buried in Maitland.
Henry died before they left Sussex and is buried there.
William married Sophie Gertsen Kemple, who was from Denmark, she was born in the town of
Elsinore, where the play “Hamlet” was set. It was Sophie who suggested that the “h” be inserted into
the Watson name, to distinguish it from other Watson families. They bought land at Jones Island in
the Ghinny Ghinny area of Taree, and are our direct line. The property remained in the family until
the 1950s. It was located at the end of Walls Lane on Jones’ Island. Caroline married William Boulton
they died at Ghinni Ghinni.
George married Mirriam Gill. They had a large family, ran a store near the punt and donated land
for the Ghinni Ghinni School. The Whatsons that live in the Taree area now, are mainly descendants
of George & Mirriam. ..…. TOL
!✧✧✧✧✧✧✧ !

Australian Convict Interest Group
Meets 2nd Wednesday of the month, 10 am to 12. If you have a convict or think
you may have a convict in you family then come along. We will assist you in any
way we can with your research. At present we have a small compact group and
would love for you to join us.
June Johnston
Convict Interest Group.…. TOL

!
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Their War
Their Stories are worth recording
and telling.
“Late October 2014, Australia’s
Governor-General His Excellency
General the Honourable Sir Peter
Cosgrove officially launched our
website Discovering Anzacs
(http://discoveringanzacs.naa.gov.au/).
In a partnership with Archives New
Zealand as part of the Anzac
Centenary, the website provides a
unique profile of Anzacs who served in
World War I and the Boer War, and
digitised service dossiers of every
Australian and New Zealander who
served in WWI and many from the
Boer War.
There are records of more than
600,000 people including 140,000 New
Zealanders. Some were involved in
conflict, and others who played roles at
home or behind the scenes. Many
lesser known records show what was
happening on the home front.
We encourage you to explore the website and search for any Anzacs in your own family.”
!

James Henry Crowe (1898–1918) part two
Leonie Baldwin member 594
Continuing the Crowe family story from last issue. ed.
The War Precautions Act 1914 which came into effect on 10th August 1914 provided that citizens of
enemy countries could be interned for the period of the war. Internment was not applied universally;
some enemy aliens merely had their movement within the country restricted and were required to
report weekly to police.
Around this time, events were taking place in Europe and Britain that would change the lives of
many Australians as the world entered World War I.
In Australia, the outbreak of this War was greeted with considerable enthusiasm. Even before
Britain declared war on Germany on 4th August 1914, the nation pledged its support alongside other
states of the British Empire and almost immediately began preparations to send forces overseas to
participate in the conflict.
Long-term causes of the war included the imperialistic foreign policies of the great powers of
Europe, including the German Empire, the Austro-Hungarian Empire, the Ottoman Empire, the
Russian Empire, the British Empire, the French Republic, and Italy. The assassination on 28th June 1914
of Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria, the heir to the throne of Austria-Hungary, by Yugoslav
nationalist Gavrilo Princip in Sarajevo, Bosnia was the ultimate trigger of the war. It resulted in a
Habsburg ultimatum against the Kingdom of Serbia. Several alliances formed over the previous
decades were invoked, so, within weeks, the major powers were at war and via their colonies, the
conflict soon spread around the world.
Young men were eager to join up and support “Mother England”. This was partly due to the
influence of what was taught at school but also consistent with the way many Australians, at that
time, believed they had an obligation to protect and support Britain and the Royal family – and the
Monarch, King George V. (Many had family who had come from the United Kingdom..ed.)
Vol. 31 No 4
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Like all country towns Cootamundra took up the challenge and enthusiastically supported the war
effort. Jim would have seen and perhaps been part of the crowd of one thousand people that
crammed the railway platforms to cheer the first known WWI “11th Light Horse” volunteers that left
the town to fight for Britain and their country (1914). Imagine the emotion as the crowd waved
goodbye, singing Auld Lang Syne as the train steamed out of sight.
The Kangaroos Recruitment Parade was one of many recruitment drives to enlist young men from
regional areas. The route of the original march began in Wagga Wagga on 1st December, 1915. They
marched via Harefield, Junee, Illabo, Bethungra, Cootamundra and Wallendbeen. At Wallendbeen at
9.30 am 9th December, they were addressed by none other than the Governor-General of Australia.
Each man who enlisted was given a special identification medal.
The same year the Military Hospital Camp was established
in Cootamundra and the depot military camp proclaimed.
The Women’s War Chest workers were well known for
their production of knitted socks to help the men at the
front.
The emotional distress felt by Emily when both Jack and
Jim told her they both would be enlisting was unimaginable.
On 10th January, 1918 with paperwork completed they
waved goodbye to their mother and family and travelled to
Sydney to start their training.
They left Australia for England with the 21st
Reinforcements of the 19th Battalion on 28th February 1918.
They were transferred to the 45th Battalion before arriving in
France for service on the Western Front on 20th June 1918.
On 27th July both Jack and Jim were again transferred, this
time to the 34th Battalion.
By the time Jim and Jack entered the war the men of the
34th Battalion had experienced many battle scars. The 34th
became part of the 9th Brigade of the 3rd Australian
Division. Their first battle was in the trenches of the Western
Front where they arrived, just in time for the onset of the 7050$Pte$John$Cecil$Crowe$(seated);$
terrible winter of 1916-17. In mid-1917 they had a disastrous 7051$Pte$James$Henry$Crowe$(right$
defeat, with over 50 per cent casualties in the battle of back)$and$7666$Pte$Wilfred$Murray$
Messines, around Passchendaele.
Cook$(left$back).$
When the German Army launched its last great offensive in the spring of 1918, the battalion was
part of the force deployed to defend the approach to Amiens around Villers-Bretonneux. It took part
in a counter-attack at Hangard Wood on 30th March, and helped to defeat a major drive on VillersBretonneux on 4th April.
On 27th July 1918 Jack and Jim now as Private James Crowe (no. 7051) and Private John Crowe (No.
7050) joined their fellow soldiers in France in the battle of Amiens.
The "Battle of Amiens" commenced at 4.20am on 8th August 1918. The Australian
2nd and 3rd Divisions had a front of about 3,600 metres. The Australian 4th and 5th
stood ready to leapfrog the Australian 2nd and 3rd Divisions as the Battle
commenced. With no prior bombardment the Germans were taken totally by
surprise. By 7.30am the German lines were thoroughly broken as much of their field
artillery had been overrun and captured. While the Australian 2nd and 3rd Divisions
dug in to consolidate the ground they had won, the Australian 4th and 5th Divisions
leapfrogged them and at 8.20am began the second phase of the attack. In this new
"open warfare" stage the Australians excelled, capturing Bayonvillers without a fight and by 11am the
Australian 59th Battalion had captured Harbonniers. By the end of the day the Allies had punched a
Vol. 31 No 4
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hole 20 kilometres wide and 11 kilometres deep in the German lines. The breakthrough had driven
the enemy eastwards towards Perrone and Mont St Quentin. The Allied victory was described as a
"Black Day" for the German forces by German commanders.
On 22nd August 1918, Private James Henry Crowe was killed by German artillery fire along the BrayCorbie Road. He had turned 20 just 4 days before he died.
His records describe his him as 5 foot, 5 and 1/4 inches tall; a slight build (32 and 1/4 inch chest).
He had deep brown eyes, a dark complexion and dark hair.
Undoubtedly his brother Jack learned of James’ death through his mates who fought with them
both. It was much later however that his mother and other siblings realized their son and brother
would not be returning home from the war.
On the 27th November 1918, Emily received advice that her son, James had been killed in action.
Almost one year after his death, a letter was sent to Emily indicating that James had been killed in
action, in France and buried in Tallie Wood British Cemetery. Sometime later a photograph was sent
to the family of his grave together with a Victory medal.
The Taille Wood Cemetery, Etinehem, is on the
South side of the Corbie-Bray road where it
passes through the wood. It contained the graves
of sixteen soldiers from Australia, and two from
the United Kingdom, who fell on the 13th-23rd
August, 1918.
James’ remains together with the 17 other
soldiers buried near him, were relocated to the
Beacon Cemetery at Sailly-Laurette, sometime in
1919.
He is buried in Plot 1, Row A, Grave 8. The
village of Sailly-Laurette is a small village located
north of France, 19 Kms east of Amiens and 9
Kms south-west of Albert. The town of SaillyLaurette is located in the department of Somme
of the French region Picardie.
1$ $ A$reFused$wooden$cross$marks$the$grave$of$7051$
This part of the Somme did not see fighting $$$$ $ $Private$(Pte)$James$Henry$Crowe
until 26th – 27th March 1918, when the Third Army 2$&$3$ Beacon$Cemetery$–$SaillyFLaurette,$France$
withdrew to a line between Albert and Sailly-leSec ahead of the German advance
This line was held until 4th July, when it was advanced nearly to Sailly-Laurette. On 8th August, the
first day of the Battle of Amiens, Sailly-Laurette and the road to Morlancourt were disengaged.
The cemetery (named from a brick beacon on the summit of the ridge a little south-east of the
village) was made by the 18th Division Burial Officer on 15th August when the 12th (Eastern), 18th
and 58th (London) Divisions attacked from the Ancre to the Somme with the Australian Corps
proceeding beyond the Somme. At the Armistice, the original burial plots numbered 109 (now Plot
III, Rows C, E, G and I), chiefly from the 12th Division, but it was
then greatly increased when graves were brought in from the
surrounding battlefields and some smaller burial grounds. Beacon
Cemetery now contains 772 burial plots and commemorations of
the First World War.
Toward the end of 1922, the Crowe family arranged for a
memorial plaque to be located near the grave of his father (Robert
Daniel), at Cootamundra cemetery. The Australian Army paid for
the cost of the Plaque which provides the family with a memorial
stone to mourn the loss and remember the short life of their, son, sibling, nephew, cousin and friend.
Vol. 31 No 4

12!

Tree of Life November 2014

The First World War had a devastating impact on Australia. In 1914 the male population of
Australia was less than 3 million, yet almost 400,000 of them volunteered to fight in the war. As many
as 60,000 died and tens of thousands more were wounded.
Out of this experience was born one of Australia’s
most enduring values: the ‘Anzac’ ethos of courage and Note: ‘In the end ANZAC stood and still
spirit. Every year on 25th April, Australia commemorates stands for reckless valour in a good
the brave but devastating battle fought by the Australia cause, for enterprise, resourcefulness,
and New Zealand Army Corps—Anzacs—at Gallipoli, fidelity, comradeship and endurance
Turkey, in 1915. The day also commemorates all that will never admit defeat.’ — Charles
Bean, historian of the First World War
Australian soldiers who have fought in wars since then.
William John Gamble was my Grandmother’s brother.
References for this article are listed in Vol 31 No. 3, August 1914.….
More articles in this series soon…ed.
!!!✧✧✧✧✧✧✧!

Anzac Commemorations for Wyong Family History Group Inc. in 2015
Kerry Clarke, Secretary, member 433
Early next year, Wyong Family
History Group will be hosting an
Anzac Commemoration Expo at
Wyong Golf Club on the 11 April
from 10 am.
We hope to
highlight the battles, heroism and
selflessness of the brave soldiers
involved in this conflict. We will
be offering free research on this
theme to anyone who attends on
the day. There are already some
excellent banners. These have
been made representing many of
the ideals shown at this time, and
we would like to add some
personal data from local or nonlocal families.
To showcase information and
memorabilia, we would like to
have on display items or photos
of items used, written, or brought back from this conflict. To assist us with this quest, we would like
to invite members and non-members to bring in items to be scanned or photographed at the
Cottage – we will keep representations of these items on file in our records – so information will be
kept with our Family History records for future researchers.
If you would like to have any memorabilia from family or friends added to these records, contact
me (on 4392 1729 or email secwfhg@westnet.com.au) to arrange suitable days for photos or scans to
be done. If you or friends or family have some items you would like recorded, but are unable to
attend the Cottage, we will try and arrange a suitable time for someone to visit you to have it done. .
….TOL
!!!✧✧✧✧✧✧✧!

!
!
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Computer Talk
The Ngā Tapuwae New Zealand First World War Trails Project
The Ngā Tapuwae New Zealand First World War Trails project will tell
the story of New
Zealanders in the
First World War,
using immersive app
and web tools as well as
interpretative signs.
(http://ww100.govt.nz/ngatapuwae-new-zealand-first-world-war-trailsinterpretative-sign-unveiled)
Suggested by Roger Lewis, member 127, LM
!

Thank you Roger for suggesting this informative
site. …. TOL
!

✧✧✧✧✧✧✧!

!

Reunion – Genealogy Software for Mac.
Helen Johnston-Lord member 505
I have been trying to research and record my own family tree on and off for about 40 years now.
My mother had a lot of information on her own and my father’s family. Cousins also investigated
some of the family ancestry.
I decided there must be an easier way to record all this information as my hands sometimes think
writing is tedious.
In the 80’s I acquired a Mac Plus computer and found Personal Ancestry software that was written
for Mac and distributed through LDS. This
was quite good and made life easy to record
all the information I had.
Over the years I upgraded my computer
and found this software no longer
compatible or available for Mac.
I also invested in a PC Laptop.

Above:$ $Family$Group$Sheet$for$Charles$Spence$
Right:$$$ Default$Family$View$
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1.

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

Features – Top 20 Reasons to Buy
Easy to enter your family information.

Easy to climb the tree.
Add pictures and movies.
Take it with you! - iPhone, iPod Touch and iPad.
Share stuff on the web.
Easy to find people
Search the web for records.
Create large, graphic tree charts.
See places on a map.
Handy dates.
Identify relationships.
Wide variety of customized reports and lists.
Graphic forms.
Birthday and Anniversary reminders.
Import/export.
Flexibility..
Cascading Pedigree Charts.
Autocomplete
Source documentation.
Easy to get help.

I tried various genealogy software
programs on both platforms never being
quite happy with the results. I was able to
transfer my original data to all these using
a GEDCOM file. I have also upgraded my
Laptop and currently run Windows 7 on
it.
About 6 or 7 years ago I stumbled on
Reunion, so I thought I would share some
of its details with all the Mac people out
there, struggling with other software.
With its simple data entry, multiple
data views and reports, Reunion is well
priced and one of the best genealogy
applications for your Mac.
I find syncing data between my iPad,
Some published reviews:
• Reunion is so good a program that I tell
genealogists that if that were the only
program on their computer, the expense
of buying the Mac would be justified.
B. Adams Camarillo, CA

FYI, after years of genealogical research,
iPod and iMac seamless and quick. I almost always have
I have never found a product that comes
my iPod with me and can add or look-up information
even near Reunion's capability. If I were
easily wherever I am and sync it with my iMac when I get
a guessing man, I'd say it was written by
home.
someone with a passion for genealogy.
I have stopped looking at other genealogy software
B. Nichols Winston-Salem, NC
having settled on Reunion.
If you would like to learn more, please do not hesitate to contact me. …. TOL
•

✧✧✧✧✧✧✧!

A Tale From the Burragorang
Megan Hitchens #488
My grandmother, Eda Elecia Elizabeth Shoobridge, was born in the Burragorang Valley in the early
part of the 20th Century. The Burragorang Valley was up in the Blue Mountains. I say “was” because it
is now the site of the Warragamba Dam. All the farmers and other inhabitants were moved out and
their homes flooded so that Sydney could have a secure water supply, a supply which is now under
threat from mining.
My grandmother's family weren't the first to settle in the Burragorang, but they were among the
first. Her great grandfather, George Pearce, came to the Valley in the 1830s, having worked off his
convict sentence He “worked” first as a cattle duffer and then selected and cleared some land and
began farming around 1836.
So, alright, not a super long tradition of being there, but after 70 years of her family being farmers
in the area, it is safe to say that Eda was a Valley girl through and through. My grandmother didn't like
talking about the past, but one thing she did talk about was her childhood in the Burragorang. Eda
clearly loved the place and greatly missed it when her family moved up the mountains to Wentworth
Falls when she was 13.
One of Eda's favourite tales of Valley life was one of our favourites too. We never tired of hearing it
and it was frequently the requested topic of conversation. I shall do my best to recount it, but shall
not do it justice.
My great grandfather, George Shoobridge, was a farmer on the Cox's River in the Burragorang
Vol. 31 No 4
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Valley and my great grandmother, Hannah Maria
Amelia nee Pearce, was a farmer's wife (read
unpaid farm hand), mother and assistant to the
local midwife (she later became a respected
midwife in her own right).
Houses in those days were simple. There were
few rooms, sometimes only one, and I don't
mean bedrooms, I mean rooms. My grandmother
remembered her home as being unlined wooden
walls but neat as a pin. She and her sisters, Sarah
and Isabella Ruth (known as Ruth), shared a room
and all slept in the same bed. I don't know where
their brother, Oliver George (known as George)
slept. There had been a third sister, Sylvia, Ruth's
twin, but she had died as an infant.
Farming was tough. Everything came from the
farm that possibly could, and make do and mend
was the motto to live by. But some essentials
couldn't be provided and had to be bought in.
George$and$Hannah,$taken$in$Wentworth$Falls$in$the$
late$1940s.$Photo$in$private$collection$
When money was tight you did without.
It wasn't poverty. My grandmother couldn't remember having to go hungry, and Hannah always
made sure her children were neatly clothed, although running around on a farm and in the bush
meant they didn't come home in the state they went out.Eda's memories were of a happy and
peaceful existence, with one exception.
Every so often George Shoobridge would have to travel up out of the Valley to Wentworth Falls to
buy the things they couldn't produce for themselves. The Burragorang was not an easy place to
access, this was not a quick trip down to the shops.
There was a local gang, Nanna called them bushrangers, led by an aboriginal man who fashioned
himself King Billy. Whether he really was a leader warranting the title or just someone big-noting
himself I can't say. Either is possible.
This group, made up of Aboriginal and
European ne'er-do-wells, kept an eye on the
farmers in their area, watched their comings and
goings. They knew that when George set out on
his horse heading up to Wentworth Falls that he
would be gone for several days and that Hannah
and the children would be home alone. They duly
turned up outside the house. A shot or two would
be fired as a sort of hello and King Billy would
come up and knock on the door. On hearing the
shots, Hannah immediately ordered her children
to hide under her bed and be absolutely quiet.
Then, on the knock, she would answer the door.
Billy always asked nicely for the same thing – tea
and damper for him and his men. Hannah had
little choice, but she never panicked or showed
any fear. She put the kettle on, got out mugs and
"Eda$Shoobridge$and$friend"$(Eda$is$the$clean$
started making damper. The gang would sit
one),$taken$about$1910F12$in$the$Burragorang$
outside and smoke and talk, sometimes fighting
Valley.$No$clue$as$to$who$the$"friend"$may$be.$
amongst themselves, sometimes singing or
Photo$in$private$collection$
!

Vol. 31 No 4

16!

Tree of Life November 2014

joking. Under the bed the four children lay quietly and listened to everything that was going on, not
daring to make a sound.
Finally the gang would be ready to leave. King Billy always thanked my great grandmother most
politely, priding himself on being a gentleman, but there was never any suggestion of paying for the
food and tea they had had. Sometimes there was a parting shot as they left, just as a reminder of how
things stood.
The children crept out from under the bed and helped wash up. The yard was tidy, Billy saw to
that, part of his gentlemanly charade.
One day King Billy and his gang stopped showing up. It must have been a relief to Hannah, but the
children wondered what had happened. Had he died? If he and the gang had been caught surely it
would have been big news. Had they just moved on to pastures new? Eda never found out, but even
as an old lady she would smile as she told us of her brush with bushrangers and the quiet courage of
her mother. . …. TOL
!

✧✧✧✧✧✧✧!

Photo!Gallery!

✧✧✧✧✧✧✧!

to the Editor
Correction
Hi Helen,
In the last TOL, my O’Connell Family has a
photograph attached which names the subject as
Edward Heatley Richardson, my great grandfather.
It is indeed my great grandfather, but should be
named James O’Connell, the other photo is of his
daughter Bridget O’Connell. She married Edward
Cook Richardson, son of Edward Heatley
Richardson.
!
!
!
!
!
!
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I must have been having one of my senior
moments when I named him as James O’Connell.
When I write about my
Richardson family. I will take extra
care with photographs, as it may
cost me, if a relative unknown
sees the article and decides not
to make contact. Beryl Whatson
James$O’Connell
member 46.…. TOL
!
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CHRISTMAS))LIGHTS))SPECTACULAR))
BUS))TRIP)
Hunter))Valley))Gardens)

Attention)all)members:@)))
The)"CHRISTMAS)LIGHTS)
SPECTACULAR")bus)tour)to)
Hunter)Valley)Gardens)is)on)
again)this)year.))
Mark)the)date)on)your)calendar,))
Wednesday)3rd)December)
5:30pm!
See)over)1.5)million)Christmas)
lights)in)exciting)new)sound)and)
light)displays)set)amid)the)gardens)and)fairytale)of)Hunter)Valley)Gardens.!
Price:@!$40.00!
Price)includes)bus)trip)and)entry)to)the)gardens.))
A)choice)of)Food)&)Drink)is)available)to)purchase)at)the)Gardens!
!
!
!

!

!
!
!
!

Christmas!Light!Spectacular!
!
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Entertainment will be provided by Central
Coast Hunter Entertainment Group,
there will also be
Trivia Games and Raffles.

WHEN: 11 December 2014
WHERE: Club Wyong (RSL)
TIME: 6.00pm
COST: $30.00 per person
BOOK & PAY AT: The Cottage
4351 2211
BY: 4 December 2014

Christmas Party Invitation
!
!
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New Members

A very warm welcome is extended to all new members and we look forward to meeting
and helping you at ‘The Cottage’. Contact any of these members by sending an enquiry
to:
Member’s Name & No.
C/- Wyong Family History Group Inc.
P O Box 247, Wyong NSW 2259
!

!

!

!

No
710
711
712

Member
Margaret Munton
Meg Tang
Lila Cormie

713 Gwenda Dixon
714 Nita Stanley

Research Interest
Kirk, MacKellar
McGilvray, Quirk, Turner
Cormie, Ible, James, Lowe, McKecknie, Nowlan, Potts,
Renwick, Rule
Dixon, Jennings, Sharmen
Forman, Godwin, Staines

!
!

TOL
✧✧✧✧✧✧✧!

NEW RELEASE

INDEX#TO#REGISTER#OF#PROSPECTING#GRANTS#–##
DEPARTMENT#OF#MINES#1888K1932#
State#Records#NSW#

!

[7/3046]!–![7/3050]!
This!index!will!give!you!the!Names!and!reference!number!which!enables!you!to!access!the!original!
record.!
These! volumes! contain! details! of! name! of! account! (either! mining! company! or! miner),! location,!
date!and!registered!number!of!ministerial!approval!of!prospecting!aid,!any!conditions!upon!which!aid!
is! granted,! amount! of! aid,! dates! and! registered! numbers! of! applications! or! claims! against! aid,!
description! of! work! performed! for! which! aid! is! claimed,! voucher! number! and! amount! paid.! Other!
notations! included! are! cancellation! of! aid! with! reference! to! relevant! correspondence,! the! transfer! of!
aid,!abandonment!and!repayments!to!the!department!from!profits.!!(from!State!Records!NSW)#

Compiled#by#Teapot#Genealogy#
Kaye#Vernon#and#Billie#Jacobsen#
Price $50 for each CD plus $4 post. $55 for Book plus $10 post. Cheques payable to Pendeo Pty Limited 63
Golden Grove Beacon Hill 2100
or purchase online at www.teapotgenealogy.com or search https://search.teapotgenealogy.com
kaye@teapotgenealogy.com for further details!
20!
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2014 Volunteers’ Lunch
Kerrie Metcalfe, member 80,
LM, President WFHG Inc.
Thirty members attended
the Volunteer thank you
BBQ on a very hot and windy
1 November, we had to
abort the idea of having it
outside and get very cozy in
the meeting room with the
air con, but it was preferable
to the extreme weather
conditions outside. A big
thank you to everyone that
came, but especially Helen
Burkett, Kerry Clarke and
Roger Lewis for organising
the food. Elizabeth Royale
made some lovely slices for
desert, much appreciated
Elizabeth. I thank those who
helped out on the day with
setting up tables and
washing up. A good day had
by all with a few games
thrown in as well. More
photos can be viewed on
the website …. TOL
!
✧✧✧✧✧✧✧!

A Good Read
Somme Mud
Harry Johnston-Lord, member 504
A good read, if you can get your hands on it, is "Somme Mud"
written by E.F.P.Lynch and edited by Will Davies. This is the story of an
ordinary Aussie soldier, faults and all, on the battlefield of the Somme
published in 2006. I read this book on my iPad Mini, I am not a critic,
just an ordinary reader, so this is not a 'review' just a recommendation
“Lynch wrote of his war experiences long-hand filling twenty
exercise books in the late 1920s and 1930s. During his time as
Commanding Officer of an Australian Jungle Training School in World
War II he typed up the manuscript with the aim of having it
published.” …. TOL
!
✧✧✧✧✧✧✧!
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WFHG Inc. Planned'Events'
2014
Mon 3

December

November

Tue 4
Sat 8
Wed 12
Thu 13
Sat 15
Thu 20
Tue 25
Thu 27
Tue 2
Wed 3
Wed 10
Thu 11

January 2015

Sat 20

2015
Tue 6
Tue 13
Wed 14
Sat 17

Thu 22
Tue 25

February

Tue 3
Wed 11
Thu 12
Sat 14
Thu 20
Sat 21
Tue 24
Thu 26

Event
Beginner’s Course – week 4
Committee Meeting 10 am.
Family Search Interest Group. ‘The Cottage’ 10 am – 12noon
Australian Convict Interest Group ‘The Cottage’ 10 am – 12 noon.
General Meeting ‘The Cottage’ 3 pm.
Volunteer Help at Tuggerah Library 10 am – 2pm.
Family Tree Maker 1 – 3 pm
English Interest Group ‘The Cottage’ 10 am – 12noon.
Scottish Interest Group ‘The Cottage’ 10 am – 12 noon.
Irish Interest Group ‘The Cottage’ 1 pm – 3 pm.
Committee Meeting 10 am.
Hunter Valley Christmas Lights Bus Tour 6 pm
Australian Convict Interest Group ‘The Cottage’ 10 am – 12 noon.
Cottage Closes until January/
6 pm Christmas Party
Volunteer Help at Tuggerah Library 9 am – 12 noon.
Event
Committee Meeting 10 am.
Cottage Re-opens
Australian Convict Interest Group ‘The Cottage’ 10 am – 12 noon.
Volunteer Help at Tuggerah Library 9 am – 12 noon.
Scottish Interest Group ‘The Cottage’ 10 am – 12 noon.
Irish Interest Group ‘The Cottage’ 1 pm – 3 pm.
English Interest Group ‘The Cottage’ 10 am – 12noon.
Committee Meeting 10 am.
Australian Convict Interest Group ‘The Cottage’ 10 am – 12 noon.
General Meeting ‘The Cottage’ 3 pm.
Family Search Interest Group. ‘The Cottage’ 10 am – 12noon
Family Tree Maker 1 – 3 pm
Volunteer Help at Tuggerah Library 9 am – 12 noon.
English Interest Group ‘The Cottage’ 10 am – 12noon.
Scottish Interest Group ‘The Cottage’ 10 am – 12 noon.
Irish Interest Group ‘The Cottage’ 1 pm – 3 pm.

!
!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!✧✧✧✧✧✧✧!
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PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE
More details at

http://www.wyongfamilyhistory.com.au/publications

BOOKS & CDs

Brought in by the Tide. [A guide to tracing convict ancestors in one place.]

Book
CD
Central Coast Roll of Honour. [Includes the full names, rank, type of service & date of
death where known of over 12,000 men & women of the Central Coast who were in the
Armed Forces. 400 pages fully indexed. Includes 138 stories and photographs.]
Book
CD
Simplicity Funerals Bateau Bay NSW 1963 – 2006
Book
Simplicity Funerals Bateau Bay NSW 2007 - 2011 + Wyong & Toukley
Book
Simplicity Funerals Bateau Bay [Toukley and Wyong 1963 - 2011]
CD
New Release Simplicity Funerals Woy Woy 1991 – 2013
Book
CD
Wyong & District Pioneer Register (Published 2013) [673 pages. Fully indexed
compilation of all previous Pioneer Book entries, extensively updated references to over
13,500 individuals. Contains: Birth, Marriage & Death details; some photos, personal
stories, obituaries for some individuals. Includes a brief history of Wyong.
Book
CD
New Release Wyong & Lakes District Advocate, Personal Notices (1932 – 1995)
(available separately- see below)
Two Volume set Book
Contents Volume One – 514 anniversary notices, 1078 birth notices, 4,000 marriage
notices, 4,790 in memoriam notices & 238 miscellaneous event notices, includes church
photographs
Book Volume 1
Contents Volume Two - 11,973 deaths, obituary & probate notices, includes Church
and cemetery photographs
Book Volume 2
CD
Wyong Courthouse Death Records 1930 – 1953
Book
CD
Wyong Township Residents Index 1930 – 1939
Book
CD
The Anglican Parish of the Brisbane Water Area [Baptisms, Burials and Marriages
with notes from Albert Glennie’s Diaries and Miscellaneous Entries. Includes
Kincumber, Mangrove, Wyong, Tuggerah, Cooranbong, Woy Woy & the
Book
Hawkesbury River.]
CD

CEMETERY

Jilliby Cemetery, Wyong Shire, NSW [Updated 2009]
Noraville Cemetery, Wyong Shire [1869 - 2012]
St Barnabas & Yarramalong Cemeteries, Wyong Shire NSW
Ronkana Cemetery, Wyong Shire NSW
All 4 Cemetery Books
Wyong Shire Combined Cemeteries
Palmdale Cemetery [30,000 names, not all from Wyong]
Gravediggers Index of Wyong Shire, Compiled by Mr A V McKenzie & his son
Clive. [Gravediggers’ records, up to mid 2008 of Wyong Shire cemeteries.]
Genealogy Recorder
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Book
Book
Book
Book
CD
CD
Book
CD

$ 10.00 + p&h
$ 5.00 + p&h
$ 20.00 + p&h
$10 in
Australia)
$ 15.00 + p&h
$ 20.00 + p&h
$ 20.00 + p&h
$ 25.00 + p&h
$ 20.00 + p&h
$ 15.00 + p&h

$ 50.00 + p&h
$ 40.00 + p&h
$ 48.00 + p&h

$ 28.00 + p&h
$ 28.00 + p&h
$ 38.00 + p&h
$ 20.00 + p&h
$ 15.00 + p&h
$ 10.00 + p&h
$ 10.00 + p&h

$ 10.00 + p&h
$ 10.00 + p&h
$ 20.00 + p&h
$ 20.00 + p&h
$ 10.00 + p&h
$ 10.00 + p&h
$ 50.00 + p&h
$ 25.00 + p&h
$ 10.00 + p&h
$ 20.00 + p&h
$ 15.00 + p&h
$ 10.00 + p&h
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Wyong Family History Group Inc.
Research Centre
‘The Cottage’, Wyong Community Cultural Centre,
6 Rankens Court, Wyong (entrance via the old school grounds)
Open: Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 10.00am – 3.00pm. At other times by appointment.
Public Holidays – Closed.
Tuggerah Library, Westfield: Workshop 3rd Saturday 9.00am – 12 noon (WFHG members available
to help)
Contact the Group as follows:
The Secretary
Wyong Family History Group Inc.
P O Box 247
Wyong NSW 2259
Telephone: (02) 4351 2211
Email The Secretary: secwfhg2@westnet.com.au
Website: http://www.wyongfamilyhistory.com.au
WFHG thanks Ms Karen McNamara MP, for her assistance in the production of this issue of the Tree of Life.
No part of the “Tree of Life” may be reproduced without written permission from Wyong Family
History Group Inc. The Group does not accept responsibility for information contained or opinions
expressed by authors of the articles published in the “Tree of Life”
Remember deadline for next ‘Tree of Life’ is up to 20 January 2015
Unless an article is marked copyright, Family History Groups have permission to re-print items
from the “Tree of Life” providing the source is acknowledged and it is only used for the purpose of
family research. Copyright remains the property of the submitter. ©

FAMILY HISTORY TRACING SERVICE
Australian, International or Local Research
Trace your Ancestors and Discover their Past
Also available
Church & Headstone Photos in Wyong & District
Enquiries to: The Secretary, WFHG Inc.
P O Box 247 Wyong, NSW, Australia, 2259
Email: secwfhg2@westnet.com.au!
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